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shown that Mohammad was not the rapacious volup-
tuary some have taken him for, and that his violation
of his own marriage-law may be due to motives
reasonable and just, from his point of view rather than
to common sensuality, there remains the fact that
some of the suras,of the Koran bear unmistakable
marks of self-accommodation and personal conve-
nience ; that Mohammad justified his domestic ex-
cesses by words which he gave as from Clod. And
hence the third and gravest charge, the charge of
imposture. We must clearly understand what is
meant by this accusation. It is meant that the Pro-
phet eon$e!-ou$l-i/ fabricated speeches, and palmed them
off upon the people as the very word of God. The
question, it will at once be perceived, has nothing
whatever to do with the truth or untruth of the
revelations. Many an earnest enthusiast has uttered
prophecies and exhortations which he firmly believed
to be the promptings of the Spirit, and no man
can charge such with imposture. He thoroughly
believes what he says, and the fault is in theL judg-
ment, not the conscience. The question is clearly
joarrowed to this : Did Mohammad believe he was
speaking the words of God equally when he declared
that permission was given him to take more wives,
as when he proclaimed, a There is no god but
Gocl" r It is a question that concerns the conscience
of man; and each must answer it for himself. How
far a man may be deluded into believing everything
he says is inspired it is impossible to define. There
are men to-day who would seem to claim infallibility;